One  Hundred  Years  Ago,  On  October  8, 
1839,  Abraham  Lincoln  Was  Selected 
As  Presidential  Elector  By  The  Whig  State 
Convention  At  Springfield 
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T  T  IS  the  morning  of  October  7,  1839.  The 
day  is  Monday.  The  place  is  Springfield,  a 
town  of  some  2000  inhabitants,  but  recently 
converted  into  the  capital  of  the  sovereign  state 
of  Illinois. 


The  registers  of  the  town’s  hotels  were  black 
with  newly  spent  ink  and  their  rooms  accom¬ 
modated,  after  a  fashion,  an  unaccustomed  num¬ 
ber  of  guests.  An  unusual  flurry  stirred  the 
square  where  rose  the  unfinished  state  house 
above  the  hoists  and  stone  piles  that  gave  it 
birth.  It  was  indeed  a  "Red  Letter”  day  in  the 
history  of  Springfield.  It  was  the  first  time  that 
a  state-wide  convention  of  the  Whigs  was  held 
in  Illinois  and  it  was  also  the  first  time  that 
a  political  gathering  of  any  size  or  importance 
convened  at  Springfield. 


When  the  convention  finally  got  under  way, 
the  necessary  resolutions  were  passed  and  the 
inevitable  committees  were  selected.  The  second 
day  bore  the  fruit  of  the  first,  and  in  a  spirit 
of  great  harmony  the  convention  went  on  record 
in  favor  of  Henry  Clay  or  William  Henry  Har¬ 
rison,  both  sons  of  the  new  west,  for  the  Presi¬ 
dency.  Everything  the  party  of  the  opposition, 
the  Democrats,  ever  said  or  did  was  forthwith 
condemned  as  was  also  one  Martin  Van  Buren, 
president  of  the  United  States  and  titular  head 
of  the  Democratic  Party.  Delegates  were  selected 


to  attend  the  National  Convention  to  be  held  at 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania  in  December,  and 
Presidential  Electors  and  State  Central  Com¬ 
mitteemen  were  also  chosen.  All  in  all,  it  was 
not  unlike  the  average  political  gatiiering  of 
the  present  day. 


Although  Abraham  Lincoln,  attorney-at-law, 
legislator  and  one  of  the  town  fathers  took  no 
great  part  in  the  business  of  the  convention,  his 
devotion  to  the  party  was  rewarded  by  his  selec¬ 
tion  as  one  of  the  five  Presidential  Electors 
and  a  State  Central  Committeeman  as  well.  The 
machinery  thus  put  in  motion  by  the  conven¬ 
tion  began  to  move  with  increasing  momentum 
during  the  months  to  come  and  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln,  as  one  of  the  chief  engineers  was  busier 
than  most  men,  trying  to  change  the  fortunes 
of  his  party  and  himself.  His  exalted  position 
as  the  Illinois  "Hard  Cider”  Campaign  Man¬ 
ager,  gave  him  much  prominence  and  those 
who  had  met  him  in  the  legislature  with  cau¬ 
tion,  now  had  reason  to  fear  him  in  that  even 
more  democratic  arena,  the  stump.  But  that 
is  another  story  and  will  be  treated  at  a  later 
date. 


Theodore  S.  Charrney 


The  cachet  symbolic  of  this  event  is  a  representative 
picture  of  Lincoln  before  the  Convention.  Prepared  by  the 
POOR  RICHARD  PRESS,  5053  Montana  Street,  Chicago, 
Illinois, 


